
 

 

Week 10 notes 

• Final Week of the Regular Season – Well that went by fast, didn’t it? It’s the last game of 

the season and for some kids it’s the last game they’ll ever play. Let’s give them our best. 

Many of these games will decide playoffs and playoff positioning so redouble your efforts to 

make good solid calls. The intensity will be high, the stakes high, and the demands on 

accuracy high!  Be prepared for this excitement and pressure.  Have a great week of 

preparation, then go out with your crew and execute. Make sure that we get it right. Be a 

crew saver, speak up when you see something judged incorrectly. 

• Pre-Game Conference – Let’s do everything possible to conduct these two conferences at or 

before the 30-minute mark prior to the game.  In the playoffs we ask crews to be out 45 

minutes before kickoff and that gives us even more opportunity to conference with the 

coaches before they get involved in running team offense and defense.  Start these as soon as 

you can. 

• Injured Player and Official’s Time Out – As much as we want to error on the side of 

safety, we need to be cautious on declaring a player injured and taking an official’s time out 

for an apparently injured player.  Let’s always give the player a chance to “recover” and 

continue to participate, especially if the play clock is not affected.  We have the luxury of 

time to allow the athlete to recover.  Now, if the player ultimately cannot get up and 

continue, we take the official’s time out when the play clock is affected.  We all know that if 

the player is seriously injured, we stop it immediately, as we do when a player exhibits signs, 

symptoms, and behaviors consistent with a concussion. Otherwise, take your time and be 

patient in stopping the clock.  We don’t want to decide to have a mildly injured player out for 

an important down and the coach complained that the player was OK. 

• Penalty Enforcements – Again, no short cuts. Umpires you drive this mechanic. Do not 

march off the enforcement alone, for any reason! HL (or LJ if emergency) must accompany 

the Umpire. Umpire check back with LJ who is normally holding the enforcement spot just to 

get his nod or signal of proper enforcement…then put the ball down. LJ can then move to the 

new LOS. 

• First touching of a scrimmage kick, R options – First touching of a scrimmage kick is a 

violation which benefits the receiving team by giving them the option to take the ball at the 

spot of the first touching (6-2-5). First touching applies only when Team K touches the ball 

when they are not entitled to possession (2-12-2). Thus, on a scrimmage kick, first touching 

can occur only beyond the expanded neutral zone. First touching does not apply if the ball is 

at rest.  

As with free kicks, this option is canceled if Team R touches the ball and thereafter during 

the down commits a foul, or if any penalty is accepted for a player foul (including offsetting 

fouls) by either team. It is important to note first touching does not kill the ball. If the ball is 

at rest, it becomes dead when Team K touches it, but by definition (2-12-2), it is not first 

touching. 

The distinction here is subtle but important. We should have slow whistles when judging a 



ball is at rest. If there is any movement of the ball and K touches the ball it is not dead and R 

has the right to advance the ball. If first touching by K occurs, R will have the choic of 

placing the ball where the subsequent play ends or at the spot of first touching. 

• Targeting, Excessive contact to a defenseless player, Illegal Blind Side Blocks- I’m not sure why this 

continues to be an issue. We are actually going backward when it comes to making these calls correctly. 

Targeting in the college game and high school are completely different rules. In high school targeting is 

an act by any player who takes aim and initiates contact against an opponent above the shoulders with 

the helmet, forearm, hand, fist, elbow or shoulders. Whether the crown of the helmet is involved or not 

does not matter. Whether the player is defenseless, does not matter. 

Legal contact to a defenseless player cannot include an attempt to dislodge the ball with a non-

wrapping style hit. The only time non wrapping contact is allowed on a defenseless player is when both 

players are going for the ball 

Blind Side Blocks can ONLY be accomplished legally with the blocker contacting the opponent with 

open hands and arms extended. If an opponent makes contact with another part of his body while 

delivering a blind side block and subsequently pushes with open hands, that is a foul! The only other 

way to legally execute a blind side block is to screen the player being blocked. If you see a blind side 

block and you don’t see one of these two techniques, it is illegal. Please stop looking for reasons NOT to 

throw these flags (Targeting, Excessive Contact, BSB). These rules are in place to protect the kids. 

Protect them, that’s your job! 

• Getting to the goal line While getting to the goal line is important, we cannot forgo officiating in order 

to beat the runner to the goal line. Our primary responsibility is to watch our zones. If we get beat to the 

goal line because we are doing our job, so be it 

• New Plays of the Week- https://youtu.be/gBzX3KNSz8Y 

• Week 10 Schedule- https://ocfoa.org/members-area/weekly-schedule/ 

• Week 10 Quiz - https://ocfoa.org/ocfoa-weekly-quizzes/ 

A big shout out to Don Ariosto for providing these quizzes each week. I hope you are taking advantage 

of them and continuously improving. 
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